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Parking and car-free development

Limiting the opportunities for parking within the borough can reduce car
ownership and use and therefore lead to reductions in air pollution and
congestion and improve the attractiveness of an area for local walking and
cycling. Car-free development will also mean that the borough’s limited land
can be used more efficiently, which will help to free up space to allow additional
housing, employment uses, community facilities, play areas, amenity spaces
and cycle parking. The Council does however also recognise that some people,
businesses and organisations, rely on private car use as their only transport
option. Parking provision for disabled people and essential uses will therefore
be considered where necessary.

Camden is well connected. In most areas of the borough, essential day to day
services such as shops, healthcare and education facilities and employment
opportunities are no more than short journey away by walking, cycling or public
transport. To compliment Camden’s existing levels of parking provision, the
borough currently also has the largest car club network in London, with over 250
car club parking bays. The car club network therefore provides a real alternative
to private car ownership for people who need to use a car occasionally.

Policy T2 Parking and car-free development

The Council will limit the availability of parking and require all new
developments in the borough to be car-free.

We will;

a. not issue on-street or on-site parking permits in connection with
new developments and use legal agreements to ensure that future
occupants are aware that they are not entitled to on-street parking
permits;

b.  limit on-site parking to:
i. spaces designated for disabled people where necessary, and/or
ii. essential operational or servicing needs;

C. support the redevelopment of existing car parks for alternative uses;
and

d. resist the development of boundary treatments and gardens to provide
vehicle crossovers and on-site parking.

Car-free in new developments

Car-free development means that no car parking spaces are provided within the
site other than those reserved for disabled people and businesses and services
reliant upon parking, where this is integral to their nature, operational and/or
servicing requirements (e.g. emergency services, storage and distribution uses).
In addition, current and future occupiers are not issued with on-street parking
permits.

All new residential developments in the borough should be car-free. Parking
will only be considered for new non-residential developments where it can be
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demonstrated that the parking provided is essential to the use or operation

of the development. Staff parking is not considered essential and will not be
permitted. Parking for disabled people for both residential and non-residential
developments should be provided where it can be demostrated as necessary,
taking into account existing availability of on-street parking for Blue Badge
holders. Further information can be found within Camden Planning Guidance on
transport.

Redevelopments

Land is an important resource, particularly within a densely populated area
such as Camden. The Council will therefore support the development of parking
space for alternative uses.

In redevelopment schemes, the Council will consider retaining or reproviding
existing parking provision where it can be demonstrated that the existing
occupiers are to return to the address when the development is completed. This
is common where an existing dwelling or block is being extended or subdivided.
It can also occur where a change of use brings a site or property into residential
occupation. If a development is to have new occupiers, this should be car-free.
Where redevelopment involves a town centre car park identified in Camden’s
Site Allocations Plan as supporting the functioning of the town centre, the
Council will consider the retention of the existing parking provision or a lower
level of provision on-site. Any new development on the existing car park should
be car free in accordance with Policy T2.
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Boundary treatments and gardens

10.21 Parking can cause damage to the environment. Trees, hedgerows, boundary
walls and fences are often the traditional form of enclosure on Camden’s
streets, particularly in conservation areas, contributing greatly to their character,
as recognised in Camden’s Conservation Area Appraisals and Management
Strategies. This form can be broken if garden features are replaced by areas of
paving or hard standing. Development of boundary treatments and gardens to
provide on-site private parking often requires the loss of much needed public
on-street parking bays to create vehicle crossovers. Areas of paving can also
increase the volume and speed of water run-off. This adds to the pressure
upon the drainage system and increases the risk of flooding from surface water.
Developments seeking to replace garden areas and/or boundary treatments for
the purposes of providing on-site parking will therefore be resisted.



