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A Supplementary Planning Document ‘Design Guide’ has been produced by Central Lancashire authorities
and it offers further detailed guidance on design. The aim of the SPD is to encourage high quality design of
places, buildings and landscaping in the borough. Other Supplementary Planning Documents will be
produced covering local design issues as well as those relating to householder applications.

Policy BNE1: Design Criteria for New Development

Planning permission will be granted for new development, including extensions, conversions and free
standing structures, provided that, where relevant to the development:

a) The proposal does not have a significantly detrimental impact on the surrounding area by virtue of
its density, siting, layout, building to plot ratio, height, scale and massing, design, orientation and
use of materials.

b) The development would not cause harm to any neighbouring property by virtue of overlooking,
overshadowing, or overbearing;

c¢) The layout, design and landscaping of all elements of the proposal, including any internal roads, car
parking, footpaths and open spaces, are of a high quality and respect the character of the site and
local area;

d) The residual cumulative highways impact of the development is not severe and it would not prejudice
highway safety, pedestrian safety, the free flow of traffic, and would not reduce the number of on-site
parking spaces to below the standards stated in Site Allocations Policy — Parking Standards, unless
there are other material considerations which justify the reduction;

e) The proposal would not adversely affect the character or setting of a listed building and/or the
character of a conservation area and/or any heritage asset including locally important areas;

f) The proposal would not have a detrimental impact on important natural habitats and landscape
features such as historic landscapes, mature trees, hedgerows, ponds and watercourses. In some
circumstances where on balance it is considered acceptable to remove one or more of these features
then mitigation measures to replace the feature/s will be required either on or off-site;

g) The proposal would not cause an unacceptable degree of noise disturbance to surrounding land uses;

h) The proposal includes measures to help to prevent crime and promote community safety.

Development in the Area of Other Open Countryside

Although most of the countryside within Chorley Borough is designated as Green Belt, some rural areas are
not included in the Green Belt. The West Pennine Moors and the associated land to the east of the M61 are
excluded from the Green Belt as it is unlikely that Chorley Town will expand and merge with other
settlements in an easterly direction. It is important, however, that this area is protected from unacceptable
development which would harm its open and rural character. The West Pennine Moors Management Plan
(2010-2020) aims to ensure an integrated approach to the management of the area and help secure a
sustainable future for this special landscape. The Central Lancashire authorities have jointly prepared a
Supplementary Planning Document for Rural Development.

Policy BNE2: Development in the Area of Other Open Countryside

In the Area of Open Countryside, as shown on the Policies Map, development will be permitted provided
the applicant can demonstrate that:

a) Itis needed for the purpose of agriculture or forestry or other uses appropriate to a rural area;
b) It involves the rehabilitation and re-use of existing rural buildings where their form, bulk and general
design are appropriate to the character of the surrounding countryside.




